Conclusions by OSCE

Mr. Per Oeyvind Semb, Director of Department of GGDI

-Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, it is with great pleasure that I represent the OSCE before you today and wish you a Happy International Women's Day.

In countries where women share with men the political, economic and social power, where both genders share the decision-making, there is less war, more peace, more prosperity.  In these countries, the government takes a strong position in guaranteeing that nobody is discriminated against basis of their gender, whether they are women, minorities, disabled etc.

-For this reason I wish for you, all from Kosovo more gender equality, so that you can also have the peace and prosperity that go along with gender equality.

-As I see many young faces among us today, let me encourage you all.  Firstly, let me encourage the young women to think about your education and your careers, your future, including running for parliament, starting your own business, start now and early to think of the ways that you can contribute to making Kosovo a peaceful society where gender equality is the norm.

-Secondly, let me encourage the young men to think about their careers, and also about what they can do at home to promote peace and prosperity, whether that means knowing how to make a good coffee, and offering to serve the guests, or stay home and play with the children.

-Gender equality is important everywhere, in both public and private life.  To remind us all of this, even after this International Women's Day passes for this year, please accept from the OSCE this special T-shirt (hold one up) that shows in the image how women and men are equal.  The message on it also shows that everyone has the same human rights. "my rights equal your rights"...

-So after the next performance, please accept a t-shirt from us in the reception hall after you leave the theatre.

-And thank you again for joining us on this special International Women's Day!

